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TO THE 


Worthy Inhabitants 


OP THE 


Town of RICHMOND, 


FOR THEIR 


Abundant Love and Eſtimation of 
the CLERG y, | | 


So juſtly Laudable and Conſpicuous, 
THIS 
SERM ON, 
Printed at the Requeſt of ſome particular 
GENTLEMEN, (as the beſt Teſtimony 
he can give of his ſincere Gratitude, for - 
their rout Reſpect and Liberality to him) 
is humbly offer d and preſented, 
2% 
Their Moſt Obedient, 


And moſt Devoted Servant, 


THO. STACKHOUSE. 
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{Con IV: 


Let a man ſo account of us as the 
miniſters of Chriſt; and ſtewards 
of the myſteries of God. 


=] N the foregoing Chapters of 
&| this Epiſtle. S. Paul ſharply 
reproves the Corinthians for 
Contentions and Party-Quar- 
_C === res, ſpring up among them 
upon account of their Teachers. Their 
Fault and Diſorder conſiſted chiefly in over- 
valuing themſelves upon being Converts and 
Followers to ſuch and ſuch an Apoſtle; in 
extolling immoderately ſuch as were their 
Fathers and Favourites in Chriſt; and, by 
invidious Compariſons, vilifying and diſpa- 
raging the reſt as much. 

Tis no Part of the Diſtemper of our Age 
to have the Perſons of our Teachers in too 
much Admiration, or otherwiſe I might ſay, 
that, to account of any one (be his Parts, 
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2 A SERMON preach'd 
or Piety, or outward Condition of Life ne- 
ver ſo tranſcendent) above what we ought to 
do, i. c. to the Diminution of thoſe of the 
ſame Order, is a thing abhorrent to the A- 

oſtle's Senſe in my Text; who reckons us 
all Stewards of the ſame Myſteries, inveſted 
all with the ſame Authority, appointed all 
to the ſame Operations, ' and therefore, as 
Miniſters of Chriſt, to be eſteemed all alike 
for our Work's fake. 

I am very ſenſible that to magnify our 
Office at this Time of day may be a Work 
of a bad Conſtruction, and what S. Paul 
thought himſelf concern'd to do out of Con- 
ſcience, may be reputed, in us, to proceed 
from no commendable Principle. 

That Apoſtle however has taught us how 
to behave upon this Occaſion, vis. (a) t ac- 
count it a very ſmall thing to be judzed of any 
man's Judgment, ſo long as we are conſcious 
of our own Sincerity, and not to ſuffer the 
danger of Miſconſtruction to deter us from 
vindicating the Calling, wherein we have 
the Honour to ſerve; and wherein you as 
well as we, you, that partake of its Ordi- 
nances, and we, that attend to the Admini- 


ſtration of them, have reaſon to rejorce, yea, 
and will rejoice. 


(a) 1 Cor. iv. 3. 


If 
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If therefore there be any Impropriety in 
pleading our own Cauſe, if any (6) Fooliſh- 
neſe in this our Confidence of boaſting ; they 
have compell'd us to it, who by all means 
imaginable endeavour to make our Perſons 
and our Callings vile; who in their Wri— 
tings, deny the Divine Authority of our 
Miſſion, and call the Rite of our Ordination, 
a ſolemn Legerdemain and Juggle ; in their 
Entertainments, make our Characters, dreſs'd 
up in Buffoonery, a Spectacle of Deriſion 
upon the very Stage: and in their Conver- 
ſation, our common Appellations of Honour 
and Diſtinction turn, upon every Snear, into 
Terms of Scurrility and {ad Contempt. 

"Tis but too notorious, my Brethren, up- 
on what ſlender Grounds the Contempt of 
the Clergy is become in a manner Epidemi- 
cal, and what vaſt Pains have been taken, 
not only by Atheiſts, and Hereticks, and 
ſuch as out of Principle, are bound to hate 
us; but even by thoſe of the ſame Houſhold 
and Confraternity, to make the Infection 
{pread, and catch the quicker. 

This Infection, I am ſenſible, has not 
reach'd you: your Love, and Eſteem, and 
Liberality to your Clergy are no Indications 
of ſuch a Leproſy. And *tis no ſmall Plea- 
ture and Encouragement to me, that, while 


(b) 2 Cor. xi. 17. 
B 2 | 1 
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I am entering upon a Vindication of the Of- 


fice, whereunto I have the Honour to be- 
long, I ſpeak in an Audience, where, I am 
conſcious, I can upbraid none; where there 
ſeems to be a general Emulation, who ſhall 
outvie in the Chriſtian Conflict of loving 


God's Miniſters ; where Candor, and Kind- 


neſs, and large Mnificence to your deceaſed 
Paſtor ( at once the Example, and Reproach 
of other Churches) has been commenſurate 
to his Merit, and rare Accompliſhments; 
where a ſettled Eſteem and Reverence to all 
that bear the Character, cannot chuſe but be 
a mighty Allective to his worthy Succeſſor; 
and to me, who am but a Stranger, an un- 
common and unexpected Civility muſt not go 
uncommenderated. What therefore I have 
to ſay in behalf of the Sacred Order, will ju- 
ſtity your Behaviour; and the ſmall Apology 
I deſign for ourſelves, will prove a large Com- 
mendation of your Kindneſs to us, if I can 


but make out our Title to it, which I hope 
to do. 


I. By obſerving, what Qualifications are re- 
quite to make Men Miniſtert of Chriſt, and 
te warde of the Myſterizs of God. And 


then, 
II. By conſidering, in what Manner, Per- 


ſons, that are thus qualified and inſtructed, 


ought in all Reaſon 70 he accounted of. 
33 | I. Let 
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I. Let a Man ſo account of us; of us, 
who are the Apoſtles of Chriſt, his Miniſters, 
bis Ambaſſadors; and were appointed to this 
Office, either by an immediate Ordination 
from his own Hand ( as were the reſt; ) or 
by a miraculous Call from Heaven, as was I: 
but not of others, who have not the like Com- 
miſſion and Authority; whoſe Claim to this 
Apoſtleſhip is Intruſion, and Right to admi- 
niſter about Holy I hings is uſurp'd. 

This is the leaſt that can be meant by the 
Reſtriction : For we cannot ſuppoſe, that, 
when every other Office of Truſt and Power, 
whether in a civil or military Capacity, is 
convey'd unto Men by ſome Form of Ad- 
miſſion, and ſolemn Inveſture; theſe great 
and weighty Offices of {ending up the Prayers 
of the People; of adminiſtring the Word 
and Sacraments ; of bleſſing the Congregati- 
on; of inſtructing the Ignorant ; of aſſiſting 
the Weak ; of abſolving the Penitent ; of e- 
jecting the Criminal; and of working toge- 
ther with God, in this wiſe, for the Salvati- 
on of Souls, ſhou'd ever be left to the Diſ- 
cretion of any one, that has Pride and Pre- 
{ſumption enough to aſſume them. 

Our bleſled Saviour, as the Apoſtle (c) ar- 
gues (tho' his Title was certainly better 


— 


(e) Heb. v. 5. 
than 
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than any one's elſe) glorified not himſelf to be 
made an High Prieſt, but he that ſaid unto him, 
Thou art my Son, this Day have I begotten thee. 
This was an Office of ſo particular a Deſigna- 
tion, that no Man was allow'd to take that 
(d) Honour upon him, but he that was called of 
God, as was Aaron. 

Aaron, we know, and the other two Or- 


ders under him, were, by the ſpecial Nomi- 


nation of God, appointed to their Function: 
The three correſponding Orders in the Chri- 
ſtian Church were of the ſame ( inconteſtably 
of Apoſtolick ) Inſtitution. Our bleſſed Sa- 
viour, being about to leave the World, call'd 
and commiſſion'd his Apoſtles : As my Father 
ſent me, ſo ſend T you; as my Father ſent me 
to act in his ſtead, and to appoint you my 
Succeſſors in my Abſence, fo I ſend you to 
act in my ſtead, and to appoint your Suc- 
ceſſors, in caſe of your Demiſe. 

Purſuant to this Order, we find the Apo- 
ſtles ( as the Compaſs of the Church in- 
creaſed ) appointing Elders and Officers in e- 
very City. For the Supply of their own 
Mortality, ordaining Biſhops (as in the two 
plain Inſtances of Timothy and Titus ) for the 
Diſpenſation of the Word and Sacraments, 
ordaining Presyters (as we read in Acts xiv. 


(4) Verſe 4. 
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23.) and for the Aſſiſtance of theſe, in ſome 
inferior Offices, ordaining Deacons ( as we 
have the whole Form and Occaſion of it in 
Acts vi. 1 
Thus Chriſt ordained the Apoſtles; the 
Apoſtles ordained the firſt Biſhops ; theſe or- 
dained their Collegues and Succeſſors; and 
ſo, in one continued Succeſſion, the Hol 
Orders have, all along, thro' Epiſcopal Hands, 
been tranſmitted to us, from one Generation 
to another; as I could ealily thew from the 
beſt Monuments of Antiquity, the Records 
of Hiſtory, the Decrees of Councils, the Te- 
ſtimony of Friends, and the Confeſſion of E- 
nemies; if either your Diffidence in this Point, 
or any Subſerviency in my preſent Purpoſe re- 
quir'd ſo long a Diſquiſition. 

To ſpeak my Mind in one Word. For five- 
teen hundred Years together, Epiſcopal Ordi- 
nation was the only Door, that cou'd admit 
Men into any ſacred Function in the Church; 
and therefore thoſe that, of late, have found 
out the Slight of climbing up ſom e other 
Way, may well be deem'd (what (e) the 
Statute Law of this Land thinks fit to deem 
them) uo la fu Miniſters o/ God, lſince the 
Scripture accounts them no better than 


—— — 


(e) Stat. 13 Eliz. Cap. 12. & Ad of Unif. 14 
Car. II. | 
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Thieves and Robbers, They may call them- 
ſelves Preachers of the Goſpel, or what they 
pleaſe ; talk much of their inwatd Calls and 
Inſpirations; and, with Men of weak Judg- 
ments, and very itching Ears, paſs for great 
Performers; but for all this, God diſowns 
them, and derides their Labours : ( „ ) have 
not ſent theſe Prophets, yet they run, I have not 
OG unto them, yet they propheſy. Now when 

en are ſo apt to run, before they are ſent, 
their Officiouſneſs is more remarkable, than 
any Abilities to execute a Truſt; and yer, 
to conſider a little the Sacerdotal Office, there 
is no one Employment whatever, that re- 
quires better Abilities, greater Labour, and 
more extenſive Knowledge, to the Execution 
of it. For, | 

2. To be a ſufficient Steward of the Myſtz- 
ries of God, i. e. to underſtand the ſeveral Ar- 
ticles and Propoſitions of Religion; to illu- 
ſtrate them with fit Alluſions, and convincing 
Reaſon; to explain the ſeveral Offices of Pie- 
ty and divine Worſhip ; to repreſent the op- 
poſite Natures of all Virtues, and all Vices ; 
to confute Errors; to defend Truth; to an- 
ſwer difficult Caſes of Conſcience; and to 
ſolve all knotty Texts in Scripture : I lay, to 
be able to do all this, the Man muſt be a 


— ———4Zwß3:  - — — 


Y Jer. xxiii, 21, 
Linguiſt, 


mp 


on May the 22th, 1726. 9 


(g) Linguiſt, a Grammarian, a Critick, an 
Orator, a Philoſopher, a Caſuiſt, a Diſputant, 
and whatever ſpeaks Skill or Knowledge in 
any learned Science. But who is ſufficient 
for all this ? leaſt of all they, God knows, 
who depend on nothing but an inward Light ; 
and yet, out ot their abundant Modeſty. pre- 
tend to a better Acquaintance with the Di- 
vine Will, than all our Writers ſyſtematical, 
textual, hiſt rical, practical, together with 
whatever Knowledge we have of the ſacred 
Languages, are known to bring us in. 

I am not here drawing Figures beyond the 
Life. nor making any pompous Parade of the 
Difhculties of our Calling. To convince you 
of this, take the commoneſt, and perhaps the 
eaſieſt Part of our Duty, the Office I am now 
upon; and then tell me, what Quickneſs of 
Invention, and Strength of Memory ; what 
abundance of Matter, and Nicety of Method ; 
what Flow of Words, and Art of Eloquence, 
and Skill in human Paſſions is not required, 


4 to make a Man a moderate Artiſt herein; 
that knows how to divide the Word of Life, 
and with any Degree of Sufhciency, 70 be- 
Have himſelf decently in the Hulſe of God. 


And if ſo much be required to this one Pur- 


2 pole, what Endowments and Acquilitions 


(7) Dr. Eawards's Preacher, 
„ muſt 
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muſt he be Maſter of! What long Reading, 
and intenſe Thinking, what Labour of Mind, 
and Fatigue of the Spirits muſt it needs 
coſt him, to purſue and diſcharge the other 
Parts of this tremendous Function: I call it a 
tremendous Function, becauſe the beſt Men, 
in the beſt Ages of the Church, from a pure 
Senſe of its Difficulty, ſtrove to decline it; 
and when they were driven to it by a gene- 
ral Importunity, they always approach'd it 
with Diffidence and a godly Fear. 

Men therefore may be pitied, when they 
envy our Condition and Manner of Life; 
when they tell us, with equal Piety and good 
Manners, “that we have nothing to do, 
« but to eat and drink all the Week, and on 
« Sunday get up, and talk over a little Stuff 
ce to the People, never conſidering, that there 
is another kind of Labour beſides Digging, and 
that the moſt toilſome Trade that they can 
think of, does not waſte and enervate them 
more, than the daily painful Exerciſes we 
are content to undergo, that our Lips may 
preſerve Knowledge for your Inſtruction, and 
that, when ye come to inquire of the Ora- 
cles of God at our Mouths, ye may not be 
diſappointed, 

But it is not enough that our Lips preſerve 
Knowledge, unleis our Lives in like Manner 
hold forth Virtue. This is, 


zaly, 
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z3aly, Another Qualification in the Stewards 


1 of the Myſteries of God; and a Qualification 
4 it is, that calls upon us daily to () take heed to 
is 3 ornrſelves, as well as to our Doctrine; to ſhew 
er ourſelves in all things a Pattern of good Works ; 
a in Purity, and Patience, and Love unfeigned ; 
n, in Piety and Juſtice, and ſtrict Sobriety; and to 
re endeayour to imitate, what Gregory Nazianzen 
t; ſays of Baſil the Great, that famous Pillar of 
e- the Greek Church, that as he thunder'd in his 
it Doctrine, ſo he lighten'd in his Life and Con- 
*. werſation. 

ey Theſe are the Qualifications: And from 
e; 3} theſe it appears, who are the true, and who 
od are the counterfeit Miniſters of Chriſt; who 
lo, are ſet over you in the Lord, and who {et 
on } themſelves over you without any Call; who, 
uff } conſequently, you are to reverence, as Men 
re 3} inveſted with very great Truſt in God's Fa- 
nd } mily; and who to deipiſe, as ſacrilegious 
fan Utlurpers of a Stewardſhip that is not their 
em Owen. | 
we 1. They, who profeſs and teach the pure 
ay Doctrine of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, as it was 
ind delivered to the Saints, tranſmitted by Tra- 


dition, and confirm'd by the Blood of Mar- 
tyrs. 


A 8 
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2. They, who celebrate the true Worſhip 


of God, and adminiſter the holy Myſteries of 
Religion gravely and decently, without vain 
Superſtition, or irreverent Rudenels. 

3- They who derive their Authority by a 
continued Succeſſion from the Apoſtles ; 
have been bred up in the Schools of the Pro- 
phets; prepar'd by Study, and admitted by 
Examination, to a ſolemn and regular Ordi- 
nation. 

4. They, who, in guiding the People com- 
mitted to their Charge, proceed by conſtant 
and ſettled Laws; in expounding the Scri 
tures, liſten more to the Senſe of Antiquity, 
than their own private Fancies ; and in all 
their Sermons and Diſcourſes, preſerve the 
Majeſty, as well as the Simplicity of the 
Goſpel. 

5. They, who, in their own Capacity, 
walk peaceably and orderly, ſubmitting them- 
ſelves to all Authority, and endeavouring to 
(i) * = ana the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond 
of Peace. ; 

6. They, in fine, that are not only thus 
qualified and inſtructed, but by the Laws of 
the Land are likewiſe recogniz'd to be our 
proper Teachers : Theſe are the Men we are 
to follow ; they are appointed by God to 


* 


* 
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(i) Eph. iv. 3. 
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ſhew us the Ways of eternal Life, and to their 


Care and Conduct we may, with Safety, 
commit our immortal Souls. 
On the contrary, 

1. Thoſe, that ſwerve from the true Doc- 
trine of the Goſpel, and, inſtead thereof, afe 
fect new Notions, and idle Speculations, that 
adminiſter no manner of Edification. 

2. Thoſe, that found their Opinions not 
upon the Analogy of Faith, or Dictates of 
Reaſon, but upon vain Fancies, pretenſive In- 
ſpirations, and whimſical Impulſes of the Holy 
Ghoſt. | 

3- Thoſe, that, thro' feigned Shews of 
mighty Zeal and warm Affection, beguile the 
Hearts of the Simple, and draw after them 


filly Women, and Men as weak as Women, 


mov'd by their Paſſions, and led away with 
divers Lufts. 
4. Thoſe, that, without any Commiſſion 


from God, or Call from Men, without any 
previous Qualification either of Learning or 
Admiſſion, aſſume this Honour, and intrude 
into the Offices of the Church of Chriſt. 


5. Thoſe, that turn Religion into Rebel- 


; lion, and Faith into Faction; upon every Diſ- 
- guſt, mutiny againſt the State, and, for no 


Cauſe of Complaint, have left the Church, 


and are ſeducing others into the like Defec- 
tion. 


6. Thoſe, 
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6. Thoſe, in ſhort, whoſe Tempers and 
Diſpoſitions do but too much reſemble the 
Seducers of old, whoſe Character in Scrip- 
ture is, (k) that they were Wolves in Sheeps 
Cloathing, and deceitful Workers transforming 
themſelves into the Servants of Chriſt (I); and 
whoſe Practices were, to (n) cauſe Diviſions 
and Offences ; to deceive with good W. rds, and 
fair Speeches ; Q, to ſpeak Lyes in Hyporrily ; 
(o) to admire Mens Perſons for Advantage; 
and to creep into, (p) and ſubvert whole Fami- 
lies, teaching things that they ought not, for 
filthy Lucre's ſake. Theſe are the Perſons 
that you muſt in no Caſe follow ; that you 
ought to ſhun and reject, as Cheats and Im- 
poſtors; that have falſified a Commiſſion 
from God, and pretend to officiate in thoſe 
Matters, which are not to be approach'd 
without a proper Deſignation ; to which they 
have no Manner of Call, and wherein their 
adminiſtring, can have nothing to do with the 
Favour or Anger of Almighty God. 

Thheſe Characteriſticks (as they ſtand in a 
very great Author ) I thought not improper ; 
to let you know who are to labour among 
you, and preſide over you, that I might the 
better in the 


—_—_ 


(K) Ma. vii. 15. (D 2 Cor. xi. 13. (m) Rom. 
xvi. 17, 18. () 1 Tim. iv. 2. (o) Jude 16. 


(t) Tit. i. 11. 
l 24 Place, 
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24 Place, ſhew you, in what Manner Per- 
ſons, with the Signs and Qualifications of 
true and lawful Miniſters, ought in all rea- 
ſon to be accounted of; and that is, very high- 
ly in Love and in Reſpect, for their Order 
and their Function's ſake, for 

1. They are the Miniſters of Chriſt, deputed 
by. him to ſupply his Place, and tranſa& the 
Affairs of his Kingdom, till his Return: 
What therefore is the Privilege of the Ser- 
vants and Officers of all Earthly Princes, to 
be ſecured from Contempt, and attended 
with Reſpect, where-ever they go, ought, 
in all reaſon, to redound upon the Servants 
of the great Lord of Heaven and Earth, in 
Proportion to the Dignity of the Maſter they 
ſerve, and the Excellency of the Office they 
adminiſter. This is the Will of God con- 
cerning us. And accordingly, if we look 
a little into Sacred Hiſtory, we {ſhall ſoon 
perceive, that this was his Will from the Be- 
ginning. 

At the firſt Inſtitution of the Jewiſßh Wor- 
ſhip, we find him taking the Tribe of Lew: 
under his immediate Patronage and Protecti- 
on; (q) Separating them from the Congregation, 
to bring them nearer to him, and promiſing 
himſelt to be their Portion and Inheritance. 


(7) Numb. vi. 9. Deut. viii. 2. 


The 
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The High-Prieſt had his Garments, his 
Palace, his Place in the Sanhedrim, and ſome- 
times the whole Adminiſtration of the Go- 
vernment aſſigned him by God, to make his 
Honour and Authority more conſpicuous: 
The Prieſts and Levites had Revenues ſettled 
-upon them, enough to maintain them in the 
State of Princes; they had an Exemption 
from all ſervile Offices, and a Power given 
FA them to judge Controverſies, and inflict Pu- 
Hl niſhments. | 
11 In a word, ſo great was their Sway and 
It Veneration among the People, that to have 
| a Right in adminiſtring Holy Things was, by 
the Jet (as Joſephus tells us, who himſelf 
glories in his Sacerdotal Extraction) ac- 
+ (r) one of the higheſt Kinds of No- 
ility. | 
| Our bleſſed Saviour had not done, what 
Wl!!! the Apoſtle to the Corinthians argues him to 
it have done, (f) made the Miniſtration of Righ- 
ij teouſneſs exceed in Glory the Viiniſtration of © 
mp | Condemnation, had he not made an equal, if 
Wil not a better Proviſion for the Honour and 
140 Eſtimation of his Miniſters under the Goſpel, 
| than what he had made for them under the 
if Law. Silver and Gold he had none; his 
Parentage was low, and his Condition mean; 
and therefore he could not annex large Re- 


(r) Joſ. Vita, Tom. 2. p. 661. (5) 2 Cor. 4. 9. 
| venues, 


wh * 
1. 5. 


on May the 22th, 1726. 17 


venues, and ſwelling Titles to our Function, 
but (what is of more avail than all theſe) 
he annexes his Honour and Intereſt to that 
of ours, and gives us his Name, and that of 
his Heavenly F:ither, to carry us above the 
Darings of Contempt; (t) He that deipiſeth 
yon, deſpiſeth me, and he that deſpiſeth me, de- 


ſpiſeth him that ſent me. 


In the Strength of this Privilege, S. Paul 
ſtrictly charges, that none preſume to deſpiſe 
() their Spiritual Rulers; orders exyrelsly, 
that Presbyters, diligent in their Office, be 
reſpected with (x) double Honour; and enjoins 
the People, that were placed under their 
Care, to (y) eſteem them ver) highly in Love 


for their Works ſake. 


How well theſe Injunctions of his were 
obſerved and practiſed, S. Paul himſelf bears 
honourable Record, in the Cale of his Gala- 
tians, who received him as an (=) Angel of 
God, or even as Feſus Chriſt; and eſteemed 
him ſo highly, that if plucking out their Eyes 
would have done him any Service, they were 
ready to do it with all Alacrity. 

After this, were I to ſet before you a 
Proſpect of the Primitive Times, and re- 
count a little what Kindneſs and Veneration 
the Saints of God always paid unto the Mi- 


5 


(t) Lake x 16. (a) 1 Tim. iv. 12. 


(x) 1 Tim. 
(3) ITbeſ, v. 12. | 


(2) Gal. vi. 13. 
nifters 
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niſters of Jeſus Chriſt : (a) Were Ito ſhew you 
whole Multitudes of People waiting at their 
Gate, kifling their Hands, embracing their 
Feet, begging their Bleſſing, and attending 
their Perſons, where-ever they went: Were 
I to tell you, with what Earneſtneſs they 
liſten'd to their Preaching ; with what Chear- 
fulneſs they ſupply'd their Wants; with 
what Importunity begg'd their Company ; 
pray'd for their Happineſs, when well; and 
tor their Recovery, when ſick; lamented 
their Loſs with Tears, and ſolemnized their 
Funerals with Love: Were I to ſhew you 
Emperors ſtanding lowly, and refuling to ſit, 
till their Clergy about them requeſt it of 
them; making Edicts; ſettling Revenues ; 
granting Immunities ; and diſpoſing of Dig- 
nities, all in their Favour; receiving them 
into the higheſt "Truſt, and ſending them 
upon the niceſt Embaſſies : Or laſtly, were I 
to read over ſome of thoſe Laws, that provide 
for their honourable as well as comfortable 
living ; that exempt them from Wars, from 
Tribute, from Secular Tribunals ; that ſe- 
cure their Perſons from Violence, and their 
Reputation from Slander and Reproach : 
Were I to mention ſome of theſe, I ſay, I fear 
I ſhould be thought, in theſe Times of ſuch 
manifeſt Diſparity, to forge my Hiſtory, and 
relate ſtrange and incredible T hings. 


(s) Vid. Cove's primitive Chrittianiey. 
| But 
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But why ſhould it be thought ſo ſtrange a 
Thing that the Miniſters and Stewards of 
God ſhould be received with ſo much Ho- 
nour and Reſpect, when in every Nation 
(the moſt rude and barbarous, that ever had 
any Religion), a Pre-eminence of this kind 
was always thought due to the Prieſts, the 
Miniſters thereof? and yet their Prieſts were 
Idolaters, and their Gods Devils; whereas 
we are the Miniſters of Chriſt, and (what is 
2aly, Another Title to your Regard and 
- 7g of us) Stewards of the Myſteries 
of God. 

1 is a Work, that, S. Chryſoſtom, in his 


excellent Treatiſe of the Prieſthood, accounts 


ſo very ſacred and venerable, that, were J 
not ſecured, by ſpeaking his Senſe only upon 
this Head, you might poſſibly think that I 
was going to magnify my Office beyond 
meaſure. 

He begins with the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper, © When you lee the Sacrifice 


Sof Chriſt's Body, ſays he, the Prieſt ſtand- 


FY 

-* x 

s CC 
4 


ing over it; and pouring out Prayers, and 
the People around him waſhing and puri- 
fying themſelves in his moſt precious 
Blood; when you ſee him calling down 
* the Holy Ghoſt upon the Sacrifice, that 
his manifold Grace may diffuſe itſelf, and 
enter into the Heart of every faithful Com- 
* municant ; when you hear, that all Power 
3 «* both 
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c 
0 


no 


both in Heaven and Earth, given unto ' 
Chriſt, he has repoſed in the Hands of his 
« Miniſters, and left it upon Record, that 
« (=) whatſoever they bind on Earth ſhall be 
« bound in Heaven, and vubat ſormer they loſe 
e on Earth ſhall be loſed in Heaven; a larger 
* Power than either Angels or Arch-Angels 
have to boaſt of: How can you think but 
that the Perſons, by whoſe Hands theſe 
« Myſteries are tranſacted; by whoſe Invo- 
« cation Chriſt deſcends myſtically; by whoſe 
© Benediction the Holy Ghoſt is given; and 
« by whoſe Sentence Mens Sins are retained 
« or remitted unto them, ſhou'd be follow'd 
«© and rever'd with a fort of awtul Eſteem, 
« and ſacred Veneration 2 

« (a) Except we be born of Water, and of 


La 


„ 
c 


nA 
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e Holy Ghoſt, (5) except we eat of the Fleſh 


« of the Son of Man, and drink his Blood, we 
© cannot inherit the Kingdom of Heaven ; and 
<« yet theſe are Bleſſings, that cannot be con- 
« veyd unto us, but by the Mediation of 
% God's Miniſters, for to them only is com- 
c mitted the Lawer of Regeneration, and the 
« ſprinkling of the Blood of God. As much 
« therefore as Regeneration is more deſira- 
« ble than Birth, and an happy Eternity than 
© a ſhort uncertain Life; ſo much thou'd 


(2) Mat. xvi. 19. 
vi. 53. 


(a) Jebn iii. 75. (1) Jobn 
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our Love and Eſtimation of our Ghoſtly 
Fathers exceed ( if poſſible ) what we owe 
to our natural Parents. Our Parents be- 
got us of Blood, according to the Will of 
the Fleſh; but theſe, according to the 
Will of God, renew'd us in the Spirit of 
our Minds. Our Parents cannot protect 
us from the Violence of great Men; theſe 
can appeaſe the Wrath, and reconcile us 
to the Favour, of Almighty God. Our 
Parents cannot relieve our Bodies in caſe 
of Sickneſs, nor drive away Death, when 
it approaches; theſe can recover our di- 
ſtemper'd Souls; by their Counſel and Ad- 
vice fit them for their laſt Minutes, and, 
by their Prayers and Interceſſions, commend 
them into the Hands of a gra iout Redeemer ? 
For, (c) Is any Man ſick among you, let him 


« ſend for the Elders of the Church, and let 


cc 


them pray over him ; the Prayer of Faith will 


&« ſave the Sick, and, if he hath committed 
« Sins, they ſhall be forgiven him. 


of us, .but ſtill it is a Plea. 


After theſe awful Powers and Adminiſtra- 


tions, our own perſonal Conſideration is, 


3dly, But a ſmall Plea for the Eſtimation 
Our liberal Edu- 


cation (if we are not wanting to ourſelves) 
{ets us above the Rank of common Men; 


— 


(C) Jam. v. 14, 15. 


Our 


22 A SERMON preachd 


our Learning and Parts, if not impair'd by 
Idleneſs and Sloth, gives us an Aſcendant in 
Converſation : The Graces of Speech, and 
the Charms of the Tongue, are ſometimes 
the peculiar Talents of our Profeſſion: Our 
Knowledge of the World, and Reſtraint of 
Good Manners, ſecure us in this, that if we 
cannot be entertaining, we will not be rude : 
Our Condition of Life excludes the Intrigues 
of the World, and thoſe ſordid Paſſions that 
are the Bane of good, Neighbourhood : Piety 
and Virtue is the proper Buſineſs of our Cal- 
ling, and Simplicity and a godly Sincerity, 
the Habit of our Minds. We are the Guar- 
dians of Religion ; and Religion, you know, 
is the Support of all Government : More 
eſpecially, we are the Miniſters of a Church, 
that is the Fence againſt Popery, and the 
bright Eye of the Reformation ; fam'd for its 
Loyalty, and renown'd for its learned La- 
bours. Let others then make Merchandige 
of the Word of God; freely we have re- 
ceived, freely we give; deſiring you to ſearch 
and to look into it, for we fear no Conceal- 
ment. Others may deliver it with more 
Rant and Pathos, none fo pure and unpol- 


luted as we; for we preach not ourſelves, but 


Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, and ourſelves your Ser- 
vants for Jeſus Sake : And yet, my Brethren, 
we are Men of the like Paſſions and Infirmi- 
ties with yourſelves; ill Uſage grates, and 


oppro- 
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by opprobrious Language occaſions the ſame Re- 

in ſentment in us; they diſturb our Minds, and 
diſcompoſe our Thoughts; they make us un- 

eaſy and unfit for the Purpoſe of our Calling; 

and yet we are precluded the common Me- 

thods of Vindication; we muſt not recrimi- 

nate, and we dare not ſtrike; (d) Being re- 

viled, we muſt bleſs; being perſecuted, we muſt 

* ſuffer ; being deſamed, we muſt intreat. 

Are we then the Miniſters of Chriſt, ap- 
pointed to watch over your Souls, and to give 

an Account of them at the laſt? That then 

we may do it with Joy, and not with Grief, 

your Intereſt, as well as your Duty is to ſee, 

that our Labour be not diſcourag'd, and the 
Weight of our Employment (which God 

3 knows is heavy mo augmented, by any 

2 unworthy Uſage of yours; that your Edifica- 

tion be not obſtructed, and we tempted to 

give you up, with that bitter Invective of the 

3 Prophet, Why ſhou'd they be taught any 
more ? (e) They will revolt more and more, the 

3 whole Head is ſick, and the whole Heart faint ; 

eal- from the Sole of the Foot, even unto the Head, 

ore there is no Soundneſs at all, but Wounds, and vr 
pol- Bruiſes, and putrifying Sores. 2 
but 3 All that we deſire, all that we implore of | 
Ser- you is, your Love and Eſtimation of us: And 


128 


and ö (4) 1 Cor. iv. 12, 13. (e) Iſa. v. 5. 
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if to this Favour we are not admitted, who 
are the Perſons, or what are the Excellencies 
that do deſerve it? (F) For whereinſoever 
any one is bold ( ſuffer us to boaſt ourſelves a 
little, my Brethren ) we are bold alſo. Are 
they Men uſeful in their Generation? Are 
not we ? Is their Knowledge above the com- 
mon Level? Is not ours? Are they of a 
Temper fitted for Society? Are not we? 
Have they great Titles to ſet them off? We 
are the Mrniſters of Chriſt, the Stewards of 
God, his Agents, his Coadjutors, his Ambaſſa- 
dors, the Salt of the Earth, and the Light of 
the World. Are they admitted to Places of 
Truſt? The Sacraments of Life, and the 
Word of Reconciliation is in our Hands ; 
and to rule, and govern, and preſide in the 
Church of Chriſt, in our Commiſſion. Is 
their og” 57 pea painful and ſore 2 We 
ſpeak as Fools, ours is more fo, in Labours 
more abundant, in Caſes above Meaſure, in 
Watchings more frequent, in Wants often, 
in Diſputes with the Wicked, in Diſputes 
with Recuſants, in Diſputes with Hereticks, 
in Diſputes with Mockers, in Diſputes with 
Blaſphemers ; by inſtructing the Ignorant, by 
contenting the Doubttul, by bearing with the 
Weak, by confirming the Strong, beſides the 


lt. 


(f) 2 Cor. Ri. 16, 21. hi | 
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thing that comes upon us daily, the Care of all 
your Souls. 

Is there any thing elſe that deſerves Eſti- 
mation ? I know of nothing but Wealth and 
Riches : Herein we acknowledge ourſelves 
to be defective, and that this is the true, 
if not the only Cauſe, of our Contempt. 
Had we but Fortunes to maintain that Port 
and Dignity that our Sacred Function re- 

uires, we might be ſecured from many In- 
olences thrown in our Faces, many ſcurrilous 
Defamations, and much Incroachment and 
Oppreſſion, that we are now forc'd to ſubmit 
to; nay, not only ſo, but we might expect 
to ſee a better Return upon our Miniſtrati- 
ons, and the Work of the Lord proſper in 
our Hand: For, when all's ſaid and done, 
Neglect will deſcend from our Perſons to our 
Actions, and our Garb and Appearance make 
2 mighty Difference in what we ſay. © No 
« Man can think ( ſays a very ingenious Au- 
© thor) (þ) that he, whoſe Countenance is 
«© cheary, and Barns full, can preach more 
e powerfully, or petition Heaven more pre- 
« valently, than he that has not one Ear of 
« Corn of his own. And yet, ſo the Humour 
c is! Men will not believe that he talks an 
** thing to the Purpoſe, that wants Bread for 


(b) Eachayd's Grounds of the Contempt of the Cler- 
gy, Page $7, 89. 2 
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« his Family; nor care they to confeſs their 
« Sins, and pray againſt them with him, that 
they think ſighs more for want of Money, 
than from the Senſe of his Tranſgreſſions. 
The wiſe Son of Sirach has more gravely 
remark'd this Difference : (7) When the Rich 
ſpeaketh, ſays he, every one holdeth his Tongue, 
and his Words are extolPd to the Clouds, but if 
the poor Man ſpeak, they ſay, who is this ? 
« Who is this, that, in that forlorn Habit, 
« dares inveigh againſt Riches and Exceſs ; 
ce that, with that meager Look, flies in the 
« Face of triumphant Wicks eſs : He for- 
« gets the Diſtance his Condition ſhould 
« teach him; and that ſuch Freedom as this 
« but badly becomes a tatter'd Gown. 
Theſe are the Sarcaſms that do every where 
meet us; but then, my Brethren, is not this 
inhumane Uſage, to inſult over Miſery, and 
in the Phraſe of the Pſalmiſt, (I) to perſe- 
cute them, whom God has ſmitten, and to talk 
how to wvex them, whom God has wounded ? 
We miſtake the Matter however very wide- 
ly, if we fancy to ourſelves that Plenty of 
Wealth confers Senſe, or that a very rich Be- 
nefice makes any Alteration in a very poor 
Sermon. God, we know, has another Wa 
of judging us, and will therefore, no doubt, 


* 
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(i) Eccleſ. xiii. 23. (I) Pſal.lxix. 2, 6. 
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at the Retribution of the Juſt, more amply 
conſider thoſe, who have labour'd under the 
Preſſures of a ſcanty Fortune, and yet main- 
tain'd the Dignity of their Function; who, in 
the Language of the Apoſtle () i all things 
have approv'd themſelves the Miniſters of God, 
in Patience, in Aſflictions, in Neceſſities, inDi- 
fireſſes ; by Honour and Diſhonour, by evil Re- 
port, and good Report, as Deceivers, and yet 
true, as ſorrowful, and yet always rejoicing, as 
poor, yet making many rich, as having nothing, 
and yet poſſeſſing all things. 

That therefore we may thus approve our- 
ſelves in the Sight of God ( whoſe Approba- 
tion is of more avail than all the World be- 
ſides) (m) As we give thanks always unto 
God for you, making mention of you in our 
Prayers, ſo our final Requeſt and Exhortation 
is, that you, in like Manner, would remem- 
ber ſometimes to (7 pra) for us ; that God 
would be pleas'd to ſtrengthen us with his 
bleſſed Spirit, pardon our Omiſſions, and ac- 
cept our imperfect Endeavours for his Ser- 
vice. To this purpoſe, that he (o) would 
open unto us a Door of Utterance, that we may 
ſpeak the Myſteries of Chriſt boldly, as we ought 
to ſpeak: In like manner, that he would en- 


(1) 2 Cor. vi. 4, &c. (m) Epb. i. 16. (u) 2 Theſ. 
V. 25. (o) Col. iv. 13. 


lighten 
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lighten our Minis to the underſtanding of the 
Scriptures, that we . may know what is his 

) perfect Mill, and, teaching it others, by 
6 Manifeſtation of the Truth, may commend 
4 every Man's Conſcien'e in the Sight 
of Gol; that ſo, when we ſhall come to ap- 

ar before him, and give up our Charge with 
Th our Portion may be with thoſe, that turn 
many to Righteouſneſs, yours with thoſe, that 
(r) perfect Holinefs:; and that we may be your 
rejohe ing, even.as ye alſo are ours, in the Day 
of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt : Which, that we 
may mutually be, God of the ſame Mercy 
grant, for the ſake of the {ame Jeſus Chriſt, 
to whom be all Honour, and Glory, all Might, 
Majeſty, and Dominion, now and for eyer- 
more. Amen, 


—_ — 


CC) Rom. X11, 2. (2) 2 Cor. iv. 2. (r) 2 cur. 
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